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ON THEIR LONG JOURNEY TO THE SPAWNING GROUNDS: THREE SALMON LEAPING A NARROW GORGE BELOW LLEDR BRIDGE IN WALES 


THREE BRILLIANT STUDIES OF SALMON LEAPING AT THIS PLACE WHERE ABOUT 300 JUMPS WERE COUNTED IN HALF AN HOUR. 


THE LEAP OF THE SALMON: BRILLIANT COLOUR STUDIES OF ONE OF NATURE’S MOST DRAMATIC SIGHTS. 


These photographs were taken just below Lledr Bridge, near where the River 
Lledr joins the River Conway at Bettws-y-Coed, at the end of October and 
beginning of November in 1959 when the autumn run of salmon had been 
delayed by the long spell of dry weather. However, when the rain did come 
there was a fine run of the fish. They leaped at this particular spot where the 
river is only a few feet wide and the salmon were restricted to jumping within 
2 or 3 ft. of the middle of the gorge. Sometimes there were several salmon 
and trout jumping at the same time, and one observer counted about 300 jumps 
in half an hour. This number would include many fish which had to jump 
a few times, since a salmon would rarely succeed the first time. Sometimes 
the salmon in their ecstatic dash for the spawning pools would crash against 


the rocks or even become temporarily stranded in potholes. On one occasion 
a salmon, in struggling out of a pothole, splashed water over the power unit 
of the photographer’s electronic flash unit, and so caused it to explode with a 
crack like a revolver. Another salmon hurled itself at the tripod on which the 
flash was mounted and only the cable connecting it to the power pack stopped 
it falling into the water. These salmon are probably returning to the place 
where they themselves were spawned and to which they ascend to propagate. 
From the moment they enter the fresh water the salmon stop eating, and 
they are so emaciated by the time they have spawned that not many of them 
are able to return to the sea. These magnificent studies have caught the 
single-minded purpose that drives the salmon on these journeys. 


Colour photographs by Ronald Thompson, F.I.B.P., F.R.P.S. 
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A CALM AND PEACEFUL SCENE ON LAKE KARIBA, BEFORE THE WEED, SALVINIA 
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1{URICULATA, WHICH HAS ALREADY BLOCKED SEVERAL FISHING CAMPS, STARTED SERIOUSLY TO HINDER 


NAVIGATION AND THE NATIVE FISHING INDUSTRY: FISHERMEN DRAWING IN THEIR NETS. 
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THE TRACK CUT BY A BOAT THROUGH A MASS OF SALVINIA AURICULATA, WHICH SOON CLOSED UP AGAIN A FEW MINUTES AFTER THE BOAT HAD PASSED THROUGH. 


TWO WEEDS WHICH ARE CAUSING SERIOUS DANGER TO NAVIGATION AND FISHI 


A problem of the first magnitude has arisen on the lake which was created 
by the construction of the Kariba Dam: a water weed, Salvinia auriculata, 
has become firmly established in the lake and is already causing difficulties 
in navigation and fishing. This is bound to have a grave effect on the Kariba 
project which, although chiefly a hydro-electric project, also includes many 
plans for the development of the lake as a commercial and economic 


proposition. Salvinia auriculata was first noticed in the Zambesi twelve years 
ago, but it did not cause serious trouble until the creation of the lake. Its ill- 
effects have until recently been seen at their worst in Ceylon, to which 
specimens were imported from Brazil in 1939. The weed spread and has 
caused great damage to paddy-fields and irrigation channels in Ceylon. Over 
90 square miles of Lake Kariba are now covered with Salvinia and further 


Colour photographs ty Eliza 
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A FURTHER DANGER TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF LAKE KARIBA: PALE GREEN PATCHES OF THE NILE CABBAGE, PISTIA STRATIOTES, A PLANT WHICH NOT ONLY THRIVES AMONG BEDS OF 
SALVINIA AURICULATA BUT ALSO BINDS THE BEDS TOGETHER AND HELPS TO MAKE THEM PERMANENT. NO SATISFACTORY METHOD OF DEALING WITH THE WEEDS IS YET KNOWN 


AN EXPERIMENT TO SHOW THE DENSE PACKING OF THE WEED: TWO MEN LYING STRETCHED OUT AT EASE ON A BED OF SALVINIA {URICULATA 


FISHING ON LAKE KARIBA: SALVIJNIA AURICULATA AND THE NILE CABBAGE. 


problems have come with it. The Nile cabbage, Pistia stratiotes, not only 
thrives in the beds of Salvinia, but also effectively binds the beds together and 
makes them permanent. Sedges have been brought to the beds by birds and 
by the wind. One of the chief consequences of this is that the native fishing 
industry is being seriously hampered and navigation, though possible through 
the weed, is very slow. Both chemical and mechanical means of destroying 


hs by Elizabeth Balneaves. 


the weed are being tried but experts have said that it will only be possible 
to control the weed, not eradicate it. An attempt is being made to see 
whether Salvinia auriculata can be used as a fertiliser or cattle food. There 
are also reports that the manatee, a cousin of the sea-cow, which maintains 
free passage in the weed-infested waters of British Guiana and which eats up 
to 100 lb. of weed a day, may be imported to the lake. 
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ABOVE THE CLOUDS IN LINE OF SUCCESSION: TWENTY YEARS OF 
ROYAL AIR FORCE FIGHTERS. 


rT HESE six aircraft, flying in formation together for the first time, represent virtually 

an entire generation of R.A.F. fighter aircraft, from the early months of the 
Second World War to the present day. From left to right they are: the Hawker 
Hurricane, the Supermarine Spitfire, the Gloster Meteor, the Hawker Hunter, the 
Gloster Javelin and the English Electric Lightning. These aircraft were brought 
together for the first time as a special event to mark the 1960 Battle of Britain week 
last September, and were some of the great number of aircraft which gave flying 
displays from twenty-five R.A.F. stations throughout the country, to celebrate the 
twentieth anniversary of Hitler’s failure to gain command of the air over Great 
Britain. These aircraft were operating from R.A.F. Coltishall, in Norfolk, one of the 
main springboards for Britain’s air defence during the war, and also where the first 
operational unit has recently been equipped with 1320-m.p.h. Lightnings—-No. 74 
Squadron. For this particular flight the Hurricane was at its maximum speed; the 

Lightning virtually at its lowest. 
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